




AFI 34-223, Private Organization Program Tidbits

-PO or unofficial activity cannot purchase items at the commissary and must purchase goods off-base.
However, an authorized member can purchase items from the commissary. For example, a member can
purchase items at the commissary in his/her individual capacity and contribute his/her “fair share” to the
bake sale or other event.

-Per AFI 34-223, Private Organizations and unit unofficial activities are prohibited from actions which
might make it appear that the installation is endorsing or giving special treatment to the donors involved.
Private Organizations and unit unofficial activities may accept gifts and donations from outside sources.
Unit unofficial activities will not solicit gifts. (T-1) Private Organizations will not solicit direct monetary
gifts or donations (as distinguished from the sale of items of value) on base. (T-2) Off-base solicitations
must clearly indicate that they are for a Private Organization and not for the base or any official part of the
Air Force. Donor/gift recognition may not be made publicly. (T-1) Oral recognition of the gift or donation
can only be made to members of the Private Organization or those present at an event benefiting from the
donation/gift.

-Per JER 3-300, No sales or activities are authorized in your official capacity as a member of the Air
Force or Federal Government. [JER 3-300]. You must engage in fundraising in your personal capacity, be
on leave, or special pass and out of military uniform. Fundraisers are to be conducted away from the
workplace. The installation commander determines which areas of the installation are/are not workplaces.
Examples of what are considered “workplaces” are offices, hangars, flight line and what are not
considered “workplaces” base quarters, entrances, lobbies or concourses of buildings, chapels and break
rooms.

- Per AFI34-223, Private Organizations and unofficial activities/organizations will not operate amusement
machines, slot machines, lotteries, raffles, games of chance, or other gambling-type activities, (except as
authorized in paragraph 10.20, below); nor will they engage in frequent or continuous resale activities
either directly or indirectly through third parties. Occasional fundraising is defined as not more than three
per calendar quarter.

- Per AFI 34-223, Private Organizations and unofficial activities/organizations must not engage in
activities that duplicate or compete with activities of the Army and Air Force Exchange Services or Force
Support Squadron Nonappropriated Fund Instrumentalities.

- Per AFI 34-223, Private Organizations and unit unofficial activities may not directly solicit cash
donations for their organization on base. Private Organizations and unit unofficial activities may raise
funds through approved on base fundraising events as described in paragraphs 10.10/10.11

- Per AFI 34-223, The use of Government equipment and systems for other than official purposes is
extremely limited. Government communication systems (e.g., weekly upcoming events email from the
installation Public Affairs Office) may be used to inform Airmen of Private Organization events of
possible interest to the unit and its families (e.g., regular meeting of the unit-affiliated spouses’ club).
Official communication systems should not be used to advertise Private Organization fundraiser (and
membership) events unless the primary purpose of the communication is for other than support of the
Private Organization’s efforts, but rather to notify unit Airmen of a local event of possible interest (e.g.,
lunchtime sale of food in a public area adjacent to the unit’s geographic footprint)

3. For any fundraising questions or concerns, please contact Vanessa Estrella at DSN 447-4465
or Vanessa.Estrella.2@us.af.mil
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